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[Midland] — Did you miss them? . .. Tai Chi classes and a production of
Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night." An art glass exhibit and an African drum and dance
concert. "Dance Like a Diva" belly dance classes and an intimate dinner with artists
Armin Mersmann and Valerie Allen.

These are just a few of the many one-of-a-kind programs, concerts, events and classes
that have recently taken place in Midland. And there are more to come. You'll find them
at the same place, now under a different name.

On the eve of celebrating its 15" anniversary, Midland’s Creative Spirit Center has
adopted a new name, a new look, a new energy — and a new website address. Creative
360 is the new name. Becreative360.0rg is the new web site (beginning April 8). The
new name and the circular forms of the logo (above) define the offerings at the building
at 1517 Bayliss Street.

Adoption of the new name was a 12-month process stemming from a 3-year strategic
plan approved in early 2008. The logo’s circles and the use of 360 were selected to
communicate Creative 360’s many different forms of creativity, widely diverse program
offerings, and accommodation of participants with a broad spectrum of interests, skills,
and background. The tag line “Stage, Studios & Gallery,” is added to clarify that
Creative 360 is a place and to highlight its physical assets.

Creative 360’s summer schedule, released today, offers an expanded program of
summer art camps for youth aged 5 — 14; Hip-Hop for Adults (by popular demand); two
outdoor performances of Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of Errors”; and a free Community
Conversation on the role of the arts and humanities in moving Michigan to a new era of
prosperity. Details of the summer offerings are available online or by calling 989-837-
1885.

Board member Jan Weaver chairs the organization’s Marketing Committee and guided
the process of change. She says, “Our public opinion surveys revealed that many
people thought Creative Spirit Center was a ‘new-age church’ or a children’s program;
and that many others were unaware of us. We are a small non-profit organization
without a big budget for advertising, so we want to be as clear and consistent as
possible in our name, our materials, and our message.” The Midland firm Bolger &
Battle worked with the organization to develop the new name, the associated branding
platform, and the new graphics that will represent the Creative 360 identity.



Creativity Director Sarah Gorman says, “In a culture where the daily experience of
creativity is conventionally limited to a few, we provide opportunities for all people to be
involved in multiple aspects of the creative life. To those who would say, ‘I'm not
creative,” we offer an expanded definition of creativity.

“During the next several months, we will be making changes to our physical
environment: new landscaping, adding an outdoor pavilion for concerts, classes and
events, and redesigning our interior space. We are expanding our Board training
resources, re-examining our governance policies, and instituting ongoing self-
assessment in all areas of operation. We have a standing invitation to other community
groups to join us in collaborative projects and programs; and we are happy to join them
in theirs. We want to be as transparent and accountable as we can, since we believe
that this approach helps us retain the welcoming, safe environment that makes us
unique.

“We encourage people to tap into their creative potential to gain new understanding and
inspiration that will help them prevail in the struggle of life. Through the creative arts,
wellness practices, whole brain workouts, and multicultural entertainment, we offer
options for active engagement. Our leadership is committed to reinventing this
organization to better serve the community, retaining our founders’ core values of
respect for diversity, passion for the creative process, and sharing our joy. Our name is
new; our mission unchanged. Our Web address now expresses a direct invitation and a
bit of a challenge: ‘Be creative.” We hope that many people respond, ‘Yes, | will.”

About Creative 360

Creative 360, formerly known as Creative Spirit Center, is a not-for-profit community arts
and wellness organization founded in 1994. The Center’s mission is to create an
environment for people of all ages to experience the creative process through ongoing
classes, conferences, concerts, speakers and outreach programs; and its goal is to
enhance the development of physical, psychological and spiritual wellness through the
arts and humanities. Printed Summer 2009 schedules showing all classes and events at
Creative 360 are available at no charge. Telephone 837-1885 to have schedules
delivered to your business or location, or mailed to your home.

Contact: Sarah Gorman sgorman@becreative360.0rg 989-837-1885

www.becreative360.org
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